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style is clear and conversational rather than didactic, and the topics include a 
wide range of thought. The hints on discipline, and on the teaching of arithmetic, 
language, and history are o£ more than ordinary value. 

IV. 

MB. CABLE'S " BONAVENTURE." 

If one could imagine Longfellow writing the history of the descendants of 
Benedict Bellefontaine and Basil the blacksmith, in the forests of Beau Bassin, his 
fancy could picture nothing more delightfully real and in consonance with all that 
the poet tells us of the simple Acadian peasants than Mr. Cable's " Bonaventure. "* 
The charm of the pastoral life of these unlearned, unsuspicious people in their rude 
homes far away from the stir of modern life is as novel as it is indescribable. 

Of all the interesting portraits, none equals in finish and delicacy that of 
Bonaventure, especially with Sidonie by his side. The gentle, artless boy, the 
born lover, whose big blue eyes fill with tears at each of the numerous Qradnegro 
weddings; because, by some oversight, he and the little Zosephine are still unwed, 
is the sorrowful hero of " Carancro'," the first story. His rejected love sends him 
to the good cur6 who teaches him from his few books all the learning at his com- 
mand. In " Grande Pointe," however, the author paints his finest touches, and 
Bonaventure now appears as the poor enthusiastic lover of his kind who seeks out 
the distant hamlet hitherto untouched in the swift circling round of busy life, and 
iD sweet and gentle fashion teaches marvelous English to the wondering, half 
doubting " 'Cajuns." The plot, style and poetry of the pastoral is most finely 
wrought out here. In " Au Large" the city streets furnish an occasional back- 
ground, but out at "Grande Pointe," the home of the birds and the bees and their 
equally happy human neighbors, there is nothing to intercept one's vision. Here 
" all nature is in glad gay earnest. Corn in blossom and rustling in the warm 
breeze ; blackberries ripe ; morning-glories underfoot, the trumpet-flower flaring 
from its dense green vine high above on the naked, girdled tree ; the cotton-plant 
blooming white, yellow an ! red in the field beneath, honey a-making in the hives 
and hollow trees, butterflies and bees lingering in the fields at sunset, the moth 
venturing forth at the first sign of dew, and Sidonie, — a wild rose tree. " 

Because the central figures in Grande Pointe are so unique, those of " Au 
Large," who resemble the men and women we have known, lose something by 
contrast. But the story of the pitiful, outlawed homicide of Lake Cataouaoh^, 
struggling for his life with threatening flood and deadly reptiles, is one of the 
strongest descriptions in the book. It is safe to say that Mr. Cable has never pro- 
duced anything so delightful and so artistic as " Bonaventure," and, having en- 
tered and explored this fascinating Acadian region so thoroughly, we do not see 
how he will be able to surpass so pleasant and popular a story. 



MISCELLANEOUS. 

There have been many histories of the United States written within the few 
last years. But no writer has succeeded better than Mr. Childs in condensing into 
the short space of si60 pages the various historical facts which every one should 
know. In the little bookt which he has sent into the world through the press of 

* "Bonaventure: A Prose Pastoral of Acadian Louisiana." By George W. Cable. Charles 
Scribner's Sons. 

+ " A History of the United States in Chronological Order, A. D. 1492 to 1888." By Emory E. 
Childs. J. 8. Ogilvie & Co., New York. 



BOOK REVIEWS AND NOTICES. 719 

J. S. Ogilvle & Co. , he has managed to include all of the important geographical dis- 
coveries, political and military events, and to mention the principal manufactures 
as they were introduced, and the beginning and development of such other factors 
of industrial development as railroads, canals and telegraphs, and to record the 
principal inventions and chemical, mechanical and scientific discoveries. The ar- 
rangement which he adopts is the chronological; but though he follows it closely, 
he does not adhere to it slavishly ; for example, under the division devoted to the 
year 1835 he digresses sufficiently to narrate some of the past services which 
Lafayette rendered to this country — that year being the date when Lafayette re- 
visited .the United States. So many events and circumstances have claimed the 
historian's notice, that many of them are of necessity often condensed into mere 
mention. But Mr. Child's has shown remarkable judgment in what he has con- 
densed and what elaborated. The book will prove of inestimable value to pupils 
and teachers in schools, and its low price brings it within the reach of every body. 

The Woman's Temperance Publishing Association sends out a small but solid 
little volume,* designed for the help of all boys who wish to attain a true and 
noble manhood. It touches all the important topics relating to the subject in a 
somewhat sombre and old fashioned manner, but with the power of an earnest 
purpose, and is such a book as every thoughtful mother would wish her boy to 
read. 

In scope and arrangement Dr. Von Beber's " History of Mediaeval Art "+ is 
broad and thorough. A glance at the very elaborate table of contents will show 
the method which the author has followed. Beginning with the early Christian 
and Byzantine architecture, painting and sculpture, he traces the influence of the 
new ideals through the Greek and Roman empires; points out their influence upon 
the art of the Indian and Eastern Asiatic races, and their development into the 
more recent style of Mohammedanism. He divides mediaeval art into epochs; and 
under these epochs places groups corresponding to the separate nationalities The 
result is a history of artistic evolution simple and natural in arrangement and 
logical in sequence. The book is profusely illustrated by more than four hundred 
engravings and has indices to artists' names and to places. It is a book which both 
the architect and the general reader may study with pleasure and profit. 

This little bookt which Dr. Colton has compiled should be in the library of 
every reader of Shakespeare. Here, within a space of less than two hundred 
pages, we have a most complete exposition of Shakespeare's knowledge of the 
Bible and his indebtedness to the Book of Books for some of his rarest jewels of 
thought and expression. Others than Dr. Colton have written upon this subject 
(for no one conversant with the Bible can read Shakespeare without finding con- 
stant allusion to the Scriptures and to Scriptural truth), but no one hitherto has 
succeeded in condensing, as Dr. Colton has condensed, the religious principles and 
sentiments of the wonderful plays into so small, yet so complete a compass. Ex- 
cepting the Concordance by Mrs. O'Connor, noticed in the North American Kb- 

*" Boys and other Boys." By Lucy A. Scott. "Woman's Temperance Publishing Association, 
Chicago. 

f'History of Mediaeval Art." By Dr. Franz von Eeber. Translated by Joseph Thacher 
Clarke. Harper & Bros. 

J" Shakespeare and the Bible; Parallel Passages, and the Religious Sentiments of Shakes- 
peare." By G. Q. Colton, with an introduction by Rev. Robert Coilyer. Knox & Co. 
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view for December last, there has been published during the past twelvemonth no 
book of greater value to the Shakespearian student and reader than this little book 
of Dr Colton. 

A p easant book to stow away for a traveling satchel is the translation of a 
clean lit le French story* which originally appeared in the Revue des Deux 
Uondes, i nder the title of " La Neuvaine de Colette." The heroine is a bright, 
pretty Fre ich girl of an enterprising disposition, whose solitary, uneventful life 
in a ruined chateau of the time of Louis XIII. , under the strict espionage of a 
grim old au. it, becomes unbearable. By the advice of an ancient dame Colette 
observes a leuvaine ("nine days' prayer") before a statuette of St. Joseph, 
whom she implores to send her a liberator. At the midnight hour of the ninth 
day, no brave knight having appeared, in a fit of rage and disappointment she 
throws the unlucky image crashing through the window, and seriously wounds 
the young Count de Civreuse, who, by a strange chance, has strayed from his 
course and has wandered that way. Of course the Count is taken into the 
chateau, and, during his protracted convalescence, a piquant courtship takes 
place, with a result which the reader has anticipated from the first, but which he 
has ;••" "il times abandoned. The style and the story are pure and pleasing, and 
will a. .<-■ it lovers of the Lorna Doone class of fiction, which is, indeed, the best 
class. 

The J. B. Lippincott Co. publish a handsome illustrated edition for the draw- 
ing-room of Goldsmith's " Deserted Village." The etchings, six in number, are by 
M. M. Taylor. For the little folk this house also issue in plain boards, very 
tastily decorated and fully illustrated, Ida Waugh's " Alphabet Book," the verses 
by Amy B. Blanchard. 

The modern traveler who would present a successful account of his wander- 
ings wisely selects a special field for his pen, and does not attempt to incorporate 
in a single volume the results of his observations in all departments of art, 
science, industry or political economy. Mr. Curtis Guild's sketchy resumed at 
once claims attention by reason of its limited theme. The hurried reader concludes 
that he has time to hear what may be said of the Britons and the Eussians, 
whereas if the title were extended to Travels in England and on the Continent, 
comparatively few would approach it. The author's practical fancy finds food 
for discussion in many of the minor observances of foreign life, though not 
entirely excluding the esthetic. The relative merits of English and American 
hotels, or, more properly, the hotels of London and New York, are discussed in 
the first fifty pages, and an astonishing amount of information, not at all flatter- 
ing to the English landlord, is given . There are three interesting chapters descrip- 
tive of English towns and abbeys, and the remainder of the work is devoted to 
pleasant, chatty descriptions of Russian cities, buildings, and customs. The style 
of the " special" newspaper correspondent is plainly visible, and the reader finds 
many literary faults to excuse; but the fresh, practical topics, such as every 
traveler likes to know about in advance, hold his interest, and he concludes that 
the editor of The Boston Commercial Bulletin, is a live man and an entertaining 
one, if he is not always a polished writer. 

* " The Story of Colette." From the original, " La Neuvaine de Colette." The G-ainesbor- 
•ugh Series. D. Appleton & Co. 

t •' Britons and Muscovites; or, Traits of Two Empires." By Curtis Guild, Editor of The 
Boston Commercial Bulletin. L«e & tihepard. 



